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The Use of Terminology in Ibn Taymiyyah’s Theological
Refutations: A Linguistic Approach

Thab Said Ibrahim Alnagmy

Assistant Professor, Katamonu University, Turkey
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Abstract:

This study investigates the role of terminology as a linguistic construct
in resolving theological (‘aqidah) disputes, with a focus on the method-
ological framework developed by Ibn Taymiyyah. It argues that termi-
nological clarity is essential for the coherence of scholarly disciplines,
while ambiguity often leads to intellectual and doctrinal error. Ibn Taym-
iyyah formulated explicit criteria—most notably necessity and semantic
validity—for evaluating the proper use of terms, and applied them sys-
tematically in his critiques of philosophers and speculative theologians
(mutakallimiin). Through his analysis of terms such as al-murakkab (the
composite), al-mungasim (the divisible), and al-iftigar (dependence), he
demonstrated their correct linguistic meanings and exposed how his oppo-
nents’ adoption of novel, technical definitions detached from their original
usage formed the basis of their arguments for negating the divine attributes.
from their original lexical roots—were used to construct invalid arguments
against the divine attributes.

Keyword:

Terminology, Terminological Conventions, Linguistics, Theologi-
cal Rebuttals, Ibn Taymiyyah
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Abstract:

Despite the many places in Rasa’il al-Niir where Imam Said Nursi
refers to the Qur’an’s miraculous nature (i'jaz), he neither offers a
technical definition of 1'jaz nor provides a theoretical exposition that
reveals his understanding of the concept or its parameters. According-
ly, this study aims to examine Imam Said Nursi’s view of the Qur’an’s
inimitability and to clarify the concepts and criteriarelated to this issue,
based on a comprehensive reading of the entire Rasa’il al-Nir corpus.
The study concludes that the question of i'jaz, in all its dimensions,
was clearly formulated in Nursi’s thought and was in agreement with
earlier scholars and with the mainstream position—except for his ex-
pansion of the scope of the Qur’anic challenge (tahaddi), which he
extended beyond structure and rhetoric to include the foretelling of
both future and past events.

Keyword:

Qur’anic Inimitability; Rasa’il al-Nur; Said Nursi; Qur’anic
Rhetoric.
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Abstract:

Ezzedine Jellaouji’s creative presence has made him a compel-
ling subject of critical inquiry, thanks to his experimental narrative
techniques, rich linguistic texture, and the surprising, often uncanny
worlds of his fiction. This study examines a selection of his novels
through what is termed the linguistic envelope, focusing on the nov-
elistic cover as a paratextual and semiotic space that exerts commu-
nicative and interpretive influence on the reader. By analyzing these
thresholds as cultural patterns that encode inherited cognitive and
social values, the study explores how such paratexts shape the read-
er’s initial perceptions and orient their understanding of the narrative.
The analysis further reveals the extent to which Jellaouji’s discourse
engages-consciously or implicitly-with these embedded cultural sys-
tems.

Keyword:

Cover; Title; Image; Cultural Pattern; Aesthetics.
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Abstract:

This study investigates the distinctive stylistic features of Prophet-
ic Hadith, characterizing it as a religious text that combines rhetori-
cal inimitability with communicative function. The research aims to
highlight the aesthetics of Prophetic discourse and its enduring influ-
ence on recipients. It hypothesizes that the Hadith possesses a unique
linguistic style derived from the harmony of its phonetic, morpholog-
ical, syntactic, and semantic levels.

Adopting an inductive analytical method, the study analyzed three
selected Hadiths from Al-Muwatta’ across these four stylistic lev-
els. The findings reveal that Prophetic Hadith features a unique style
merging simplicity with depth and conciseness with eloquence. It
relies on rhythmic repetition, precise morphology, balanced syntax,
and rich semantics. Ultimately, the research confirms that stylistic
analysis deepens the understanding of the Hadith, presenting it as a
discourse that is simultaneously aesthetic and influential.

Keyword:
Arabic Language and Rhetoric, Prophet, Hadith, stylistic, Style.
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Abstract:

This study examines the novel al-Shawk wa-al-Qurunfulas
acomplex literary text that transcends the boundaries of tradition-
al narrative. Its significance lies in foregrounding a rare work in
Palestinian resistance literature that combines storytelling with
intellectual reflection. The study aims to show how the novel
transforms the pain of the Palestinian human experience into sym-
bolic language expressing an existential dialectic between pain
and beauty, thus presenting the novel as a space for articulating the
Palestinian self in its struggle for freedom and dignity. It is guided by
a central question: how does The Thorn and the Carnation reconcile
narrative structure with intellectual vision in order to reconstruct the
Palestinian self and turn the text into a mirror of conflict and a means
of producing meaning? To address this, the study adopts a textual-an-
alytical approach focused on the novel’s internal structure, language,
narrative techniques, characterization, and symbolism in order to
reveal its aesthetic and intellectual mechanisms. The study concludes
that The Thorn and the Carnation represents a resistance narrative
project that reconstructs aesthetic and symbolic meaning within the
broader context of the Palestinian struggle for freedom and dignity.

Keyword:

Arabic Language and Literature, al-Shawk wa-al-Qurunful, Vision and
Formation, Palestinian Literature, Arabic Novel, Prison Literature.
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