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Abstract:

This study examines the relationship between social affiliation and
linguistic variables in the work of Basil Bernstein and William Labov
from syntactic, lexical, and phonological perspectives. It is based on
the hypothesis that social affiliation is an influential factor in shap-
ing linguistic variables. The study adopts a descriptive, analytical,
and comparative approach to reviewing the theoretical frameworks
and methodological tools employed by the two scholars to investi-
gate how social class influences linguistic structures and how linguis-
tic variables reflect the nature of speakers’ social affiliation. It also
seeks to highlight the similarities and differences between the two
approaches and to clarify the added value of sociolinguistic analysis
in understanding issues of integration and belonging within linguis-
tic communities. The study concludes that it is important to distin-
guish between theoretical interpretations of the relationship between
language and society and findings supported by linguistic and social
data, thereby promoting greater precision in analyzing the relation-
ship between social affiliation and language use.
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