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Abstract:

Despite the many places in Rasa’il al-Niir where Imam Said Nursi
refers to the Qur’an’s miraculous nature (i'jaz), he neither offers a
technical definition of 1'jaz nor provides a theoretical exposition that
reveals his understanding of the concept or its parameters. According-
ly, this study aims to examine Imam Said Nursi’s view of the Qur’an’s
inimitability and to clarify the concepts and criteriarelated to this issue,
based on a comprehensive reading of the entire Rasa’il al-Nir corpus.
The study concludes that the question of i'jaz, in all its dimensions,
was clearly formulated in Nursi’s thought and was in agreement with
earlier scholars and with the mainstream position—except for his ex-
pansion of the scope of the Qur’anic challenge (tahaddi), which he
extended beyond structure and rhetoric to include the foretelling of
both future and past events.

Keyword:

Qur’anic Inimitability; Rasa’il al-Nur; Said Nursi; Qur’anic
Rhetoric.
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