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Abstract:

This study investigates the role of terminology as a linguistic construct
in resolving theological (‘aqidah) disputes, with a focus on the method-
ological framework developed by Ibn Taymiyyah. It argues that termi-
nological clarity is essential for the coherence of scholarly disciplines,
while ambiguity often leads to intellectual and doctrinal error. Ibn Taym-
iyyah formulated explicit criteria—most notably necessity and semantic
validity—for evaluating the proper use of terms, and applied them sys-
tematically in his critiques of philosophers and speculative theologians
(mutakallimiin). Through his analysis of terms such as al-murakkab (the
composite), al-mungasim (the divisible), and al-iftigar (dependence), he
demonstrated their correct linguistic meanings and exposed how his oppo-
nents’ adoption of novel, technical definitions detached from their original
usage formed the basis of their arguments for negating the divine attributes.
from their original lexical roots—were used to construct invalid arguments
against the divine attributes.

Keyword:

Terminology, Terminological Conventions, Linguistics, Theologi-
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