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Abstract:

This study examines the representation of taboo codes in child-
hood narratives in Najman Yassin’s short story collection Dhalika al-
Nahr al-Gharib (That Strange River). It proceeds from the shift in
literary studies from a primarily aesthetic and formal approach to one
that situates the text within the conditions of its cultural production.
Within this framework, narrative discourse, and the short story in par-
ticular, occupies a central place in cultural criticism. The study adopts
a cultural-critical approach that moves beyond the structural bound-
aries of the text in order to trace meaning within its broader cultural
and systemic formations, drawing on multiple interpretive tools. It
investigates implicit codes, with particular attention to taboo codes
and their various manifestations in the collection. The analysis shows
the presence of several dominant codes, most notably religious, so-
cial, and political codes.

Keyword:
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