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Rhetorical Subtleties (Nukat Balaghiyya) in the Qur’anic Depiction
of the Destruction of the People of Noah (peace be upon him)
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Research Article Received: 01.03.2025 Accepted: 15.04.2025 Published: 30.04.2025

Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the rhetorical subtleties (nukat
balaghiyya) embedded in the Qur’anic depiction of the destruction of the
people of Noah (peace be upon him). The Qur’an presents a wide array of
rhetorical strategies and modes of address, shaped by the diversity of its
audience in terms of conditions, intellectual levels, and circumstances. This
diversity—along with the multiplicity of its intended objectives, contexts,
and revealed truths—has enabled the emergence of fine rhetorical insights
within the Qur’anic composition (nazm). Understanding these rhetorical
nuances contributes to grasping the Qur’an’s stylistic excellence and wise
judgments. Such nukat are abundantly manifest across all Qur’anic verses,
affirming that the miraculous nature of the Qur’an is evident to scholars in
every dimension—its structure (tarkib), its language, and above all, its
eloquence. The words of the Qur’an possess a unique miraculous quality,
such that no alternative expression could replace them, nor could any
substitute convey the intended meaning with the same perfection.

Keywords:

Rhetorical Subtleties (Nukat), Expression (Lafz), Structure (Tarkib),
Qur’anic Composition (Nazm).
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A Critique of Methodological Criticism among the Arabs:
A Descriptive-Analytical Study of Muhammad Mandur's Critical
Thought
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Abstract:

This study examines Mohammed Mandour’s book Methodological
Criticism among the Arabs, with particular attention to his historiographical
approach to Arabic literary criticism. The research highlights the significance
of this early contribution to the historiography of Arabic criticism and its
awareness of methodological concerns. It also explores Mandour’s
engagement with Western critical frameworks and his efforts to reconcile them
with the specificities of Arab culture. Using a descriptive-analytical method,
the paper identifies the major issues raised by Mandour’s approach and seeks
to answer two key questions: What characterizes his historical perspective on
ancient Arabic criticism? And what critical problems does this perspective
reveal?
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Criticism, Methodology, Historiography, Mandour, Bias
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The Semantic Development of ‘Aql (Intellect) in Arabic
Literature: From the Concrete to the Abstract
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Abstract:

This study explores the semantic evolution of the Arabic word ‘aql
(reason/intellect), originally denoting a physical concept unrelated to
cognition. Although classical Arabic dictionaries address both its
concrete and abstract meanings, none has traced its historical semantic
development. The study presents a novel perspective on the gradual
transition of ‘aql from tangible to abstract meanings, drawing on early
dictionaries and contextual evidence from the pre-Islamic and Islamic
periods. It is structured in three parts: contextual clues indicating
semantic progression; material, sensory meanings of ‘aql and its
derivatives; and abstract, intellectual meanings and their development.
The findings reveal that the word initially meant "rope" or "tie," then
evolved to denote "a knee condition,” "restraint," and eventually
"intellect." The verb ‘agala originally meant "to tie," then "to restrain,"
and later came to signify rational perception and legal maturity.

Keywords:

Semantics, Semantic Development, Lexicon, Arabic Literature,
‘agl (Intellect).
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Istikhdam in Arabic Rhetorical Theory and Its Impact on Semantic
Multiplicity in Ibn ‘Ashiir’s al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir
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Research Article Received: 25.02.2025 Accepted: 20.04.2025 Published: 30.04.2025

Abstract:

This article investigates the rhetorical function of istikhdam (semantic
redirection or usage) in the Qur'anic exegesis al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir by Tahir
ibn ‘Ashar, highlighting its role in generating and intensifying meaning.
Contrary to the common view that ‘ilm al-badi‘ (the science of rhetorical
embellishment) serves merely aesthetic purposes, this study argues that
istikhdam operates as a sophisticated semantic strategy that expands Qur'anic
meaning and contributes to its stylistic economy. Rather than being limited to
the referential shift of a pronoun to a different meaning than its antecedent, Ibn
‘Ashiir conceptualizes istikhdam more broadly—as the deliberate use of a
polysemous word in both of its meanings within a single context, guided by
linguistic and contextual cues. Thus, istikhdam becomes a mechanism for
semantic enrichment and rhetorical conciseness, challenging reductive
interpretations of rhetorical devices in classical Arabic discourse.

Keywords:

Istikhdam, ‘Ilm al-Badi‘, Semantic Amplification, Rhetoric, Pronoun.
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A Study in Light of Contemporary Linguistic Interpretation

Hamid El-kettani
Faculty of Languages, Letters and Arts, Ibn Tofail University, Morocco
E-mail: hamid.elkettani@uit.ac.ma
Orcid ID: 0000-0001-7354-5229

Received: Accepted:

01.03.2025 15.04.2025 Published: 30.04.2025

Research Article

Abstract:

This study addresses the phenomenon of deviation from the canonical
constituent order in the Arabic verbal sentence, emphasizing the concept of
word order as theorized by classical Arab grammarians and analyzed in
contemporary Arabic linguistics. The study arrives at several findings, among
them: deviation from canonical order in Arabic grammatical thought is
classified into two types—obligatory deviation and optional deviation.
Additionally, it concludes that, from a generative linguistics perspective, such
deviations between different ordering patterns are governed by generative rules
that produce sentences with varied constituent arrangements. Finally, from the
viewpoint of functional linguistics, the study demonstrates that deviations in
the verbal sentence occur according to pragmatic rules closely linked to the
context of utterance.

Keywords:

Linguistic Deviation, Order, Canonical Form, Derived Form, Generation,
Sequencing.
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Noam Chomsky, Cartesian Linguistics, New York and London,
led, 1966.

Noam Chomsky, Essays on form and Interpretation, Elsevier
North-Holland 1977.
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